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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 


FEB 13 - 19, 2000 
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Weather Data for Selected Locations in the Delta 
Weather Data for the Week Ending February 19, 2000 





Data provided by the Mississippi State Delta Research and Extension Center (DREC) and the Southern Regional Climate Center (SRCC). 
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Compiled by USDA/OCE/WAOB’s Stoneville Field Office. 
* Based on 1964-93 normals. 
* Based on 1961-90 normals. 


Delta Weather and Crop Summary: A front moved across the Mississippi Delta, producing severe thunderstorms and cooler weather. 


Despite the cooler conditions toward week’s end, temperatures averaged above normal for the second consecutive week. Some 
farmers began to prepare for spring planting by breaking ground and applying pre-planting chemicals. 


Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 


FEB 13 - 19, 2000 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated contours 


Based on preliminary data 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending February 19, 2000 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000, Ext. 7503) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 19, 2000 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 19, 2000 
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** Not Available 


NOTE: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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National Agricultural Summary 





February 14 - 20, 2000 





A band of rain centered over the Ohio River Valley 
boosted soil moisture supplies in the southern and 
eastern Corn Belt, and parts of the lower 
Mississippi Valley, Southeast, and Atlantic Coastal 
Plains. Along the lower Great Lakes and into the 
Northeast, the storm delivered a mixture of snow, 
freezing rain, and rain. Light precipitation added 
moisture to soils in the northern and western Corn 
Belt and central Great Plains, but most of the 
northern and southern Great Plains remained dry. 
Temperatures averaged well below normal in the 
northern High Plains, and slightly below normal in 
adjacent areas of the northern Great Plains and 
Pacific Northwest. Snow cover provided some 
protection for wheat fields in Montana, where 
overnight temperatures dropped well below zero. 
Pacific storms shifted southward, with the heaviest 
precipitation falling in northern California, while the 
Pacific Northwest benefited from slightly drier 
weather. Field activity was significantly delayed in 
California, as soils were too wet to support heavy 
equipment. However, rainfall enhanced growth and 





HIGHLIGHTS 


development of dryland grain and oat-hay crops. 
Moisture and seasonal temperatures also 
stimulated winter wheat growth, but some stands 
remained thin. Some low-lying wheat fields were 
temporarily flooded due to heavy rainfall. Orchard 
work was also delayed by the wet weather. Where 
possible, growers pruned and planted trees and 
vines and sprayed dormant stone fruit trees. In 
southern California, grapefruit and lemon harvests 
remained active and navel orange picking continued 
in the San Joaquin Valley. Almonds and stone fruits 
were blooming. In Texas, dry conditions and 
above-normal temperatures, with wind and blowing 
dust, continued across most of the State. Corn 
planting expanded in southeastern Texas, where 
adequate moisture was available. Cotton planting 
began in the Coastal Bend. In Florida, warmer 
weather aided plant and tree growth, with some 
trees developing small bloom buds. Citrus harvest 
continued in all areas, although some early- and 
mid-season orange supplies diminished. 





(Commodity-specific information will resume during the first week of April 2000.) 


Snow Depth (Inches) 


Snow Depth at 12Z 
Experimental product based on preliminary data 


| The NWS cooperative network is the principal 
source of the snow depth reports 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


Supplemental values from the U.S. Air Force Snow Depth Analysis, 00Z Feb. 22 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 





February 13 - 19, 2000 
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international Weather and Crop Summary 





February 13 - 19, 2000 








HIGHLIGHTS 


EUROPE: Dry weather continued in Spain and Portugal, hampering 
small grain development. 


FSU-WESTERN: Unseasonably mild weather favored dormant 
winter grains but continued to erode protective snow cover in major 
winter wheat-producing areas. 


EASTERN ASIA: Across the North China Plain, winter wheat 
remained dormant, despite warmer weather. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Late-week showers boosted iocal moisture 
supplies for main-season rice in Java, Indonesia. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Soil moisture remained adequate for summer 
crop development across most of the region, except in Rio Grande do 
Sul, where dryness stressed soybeans. 


AUSTRALIA: Widespread, locally heavy rain covered the east. 
NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: A developing drought in Morocco 


and the western two-thirds of Algeria caused crop conditions to 
deteriorate. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Scattered showers maintained generally favorable 
conditions for reproductive to filling summer crops. 
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Unseasonably mild weather (temperatures 2-5 
degrees C above normal) continued across the 
continent, spurring winter grain growth in 
western areas. In eastern Europe, temperatures 
averaged between | and 5 degrees C, slowing 
the unusually early winter grain development 
in parts of Poland, the Czech Republic, 
Hungary, and southeastern Europe. In 
northwestern and north-central Europe, rain 
and snow (10-40 mm, with locally 70 mm) fell 
from England and France eastward through 
Germany, helping winter crop development. 
Farther east, lighter precipitation (5-30 mm) 
fell from Poland and Slovakia southward 
through Greece, increasing soil moisture for 
dormant and semi-dormant winter grains and 
oilseeds. In contrast, dry weather continued 
across much of Italy and southeastern France, 
decreasing soil moisture and slowing winter 
wheat and barley development. Similarly, dry 
weather persisted across Spain and Portugal, 
hampering winter grain growth. 
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FSU-WESTERN 





Unseasonably mild weather continued to 
prevail over most of the region, maintaining 
favorable overwintering conditions for 
winter grains. Weekly temperatures 
averaged 3 to 6 degrees C above normal in 
Ukraine, and 5 to 9 degrees C above normal 
in Russia, Belarus, and the Baltics. The 
most active weather occurred late in the 
week (February 17-20), when a series of 
winter storms spread light to moderate 
snow (6-19 mm, liquid equivalent) from the 
western Ukraine northward through Belarus 
into the Baltics. Mixed rain and snow (10- 
23 mm) fell in the central Ukraine, boosting 
moisture reserves. Light, if any, 
precipitation (less than 5 mm) was observed 
in eastern Ukraine and most of southern 
Russia. Ahead of these storm systems, 
minimum temperatures remained above 
freezing (1 to 6 degrees C) in southern and 
eastern Ukraine and the North Caucasus 
region in Russia, diminishing protective 
snow cover. Furthermore, maximum 
temperatures in these areas ranged from 5 to 
16 degrees C. The mild, dry weather in 
southern Ukraine and North Caucasus 
likely prompted early-spring fieldwork. 
Winter grains in northern Russia remained 
under a moderate to deep snow cover. 





EASTERN ASIA 





Across the North China Plain, winter wheat 
remained dormant, despite warmer weather. 
Temperatures averaged | to 4 degrees C 
above normal, but minimum temperatures 
were still well below freezing. Significant 
rain (10-50 mm) covered the Yangtze 
Valley, favoring vegetative rapeseed and 
winter wheat. The moisture spread into 
southern interior China, but the southern 
coastal provinces received little or no 
rainfall. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 





In Java, Indonesia, drier weather began reducing moisture supplies for 


main-season rice, but late-week showers (25-50 mm) brought some 
relief to growing areas in the western and far eastern parts of the 
island. During mid-February, rainfall should typically average 
between 60 to 80 mm per week across the island. Seasonal showers 
(40-100 mm) aided oil palmacross western peninsular Malaysia, while 
drier weather (less than 25 mm) was reported across the east. In the 
east-central Philippines, heavy seasonal showers (100-200 mm) 
exacerbated flooding. Seasonably dry weather continued across 
Indochina. Temperatures averaged near normal across Thailand. 
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SOUTH AMERICA 





In southern Brazil, widespread showers (30-100 mm) favored filling 
soybeans and provided adequate moisture for second-crop corn 
planting from Parana northward. The showers, however, slowed first- 
crop corn harvesting. In Rio Grande do Sul, light rainfall (less than 
15 mm) for the 2nd consecutive week reduced soil moisture and 
stressed filling soybeans. Temperatures averaged near to slightly 
above normal across southern Brazil. Variable showers (5-50 mm) 
fell across southern Paraguay where moisture supplies are adequate. 
In northern Argentina, scattered showers (5-75 mm) aided filling 
cotton. Across the main summer crop areas of central Argentina, 
scattered showers (5-40 mm) maintained favorable soil moisture for 
filling corn and reproductive to filling soybeans. Cool weather 
(temperatures averaged 2-4 degrees C below normal) eased crop water 
use for summer crops across central Argentina. 
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Widespread, locally heavy rain (25-100 mm or more) in southeastern 
Queensland created an unfavorably wet environment for maturing 
cotton and sorghum. Heavy rain also extended northward along the 
coast, likely causing additional flooding in northern sugarcane areas. 
The main crop areas of New South Wales remained mostly dry, but 
temperatures throughout the region averaged 3 to 5 degrees C below 
normal (highs in the upper 20’s to lower 30’s degrees C), lowering 
summer crop growth rates. At week’s end, rain was approaching 
grazing and pasture lands in western Queensland. In the southeast, late- 
week showers (5-25 mm) broke a heat wave and provided limited 
drought relief. Dry, seasonably warm weather continued across 
Western Australia. In New Zealand, rainfall was generally light 
(10 mm or less in most locations) over the main agricultural districts. 
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High pressure continued to dominate the region, 
keeping most winter grain areas generally dry. 
Drought was developing in Morocco and the 
western two-thirds of Algeria, where little, if any, 
rain has fallen for the past 7 to 11 weeks. The 
dryness in these areas has depleted soil moisture 
reserves, placing increased stress on crops in the 
jointing stage of development. Furthermore, 
temperatures in these areas averaged | to 4 
degrees C above normal, further exacerbating the 
dry conditions. Farther east, although light 
showers (2-28 mm) fell over winter grain areas in 
eastern Algeria and Tunisia, precipitation in 
recent weeks has begun to taper off, causing crops 
to rely on diminishing soil moisture reserves to 
sustain normal development. In general, 
throughout the entire region, unseasonably warm, 
dry weather in recent weeks has depleted soil 
moisture reserves and accelerated crop 
development. Winter grains are approaching the 
highly weather-sensitive heading stage of 
development, and rain is needed soon to prevent 
significant declines in potential crop yields. 
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Scattered showers (5-25 mm, locally exceeding 
50 mm) covered the corn belt, maintaining 
generally favorable conditions for reproductive to 
filling summer crops. Temperatures averaged 
near to slightly below normal, with highs in the 
traditionally warmer western locations in the 
lower 30’s degrees C. Farther east, heavier rain 
(50-100 mm or more) covered most coastal 
sugarcane areas of KwaZulu-Natal. Scattered 
showers (5-25 mm at most locations) in Eastern 
and Western Cape Provinces reduced the need for 
irrigation, although periodic warmth (highs from 
35-40 degrees C) maintained high crop moisture 
demands. 
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-10°F) were confined to areas from northern Montana to northern New 
England. Occasionally snowy, breezy conditions also increased livestock 
stress from the western Corn Belt to New England. In contrast, very 
warm conditions (temperatures 4 to 18°F above normal) prevailed across 
the South. In the West, widespread precipitation continued to boost 
moisture reserves and improve high-elevation snow packs. A sixth 
consecutive week of heavy precipitation raised the water content of the 
Sierra Nevada snow pack to near normal. Little moisture reached 
Arizona and New Mexico, however, where ranges, pastures, and dryland 
crops remained stressed. 


A storm’s passage on February 18 capped an extremely wet period for the 
Ohio and middle Mississippi Valleys. On Friday, Evansville, IN netted 
3.38 inches (their wettest February day on record, shattering the mark of 

.00 inches set on February 13, 1946), raising their February 1-19 total to 

.29 inches (270 percent of normal), and year-to-date total to 9.65 inches 
(209 percent). Similarly in Kentucky, Louisville’s January | - February 
19 precipitation reached 11.31 inches (228 percent of normal), aided by 
a month-to-date sum of 5.80 inches (276 percent). Late-week flooding 
ensued on the middle Ohio River and its tributaries. On the mainstem 
Ohio River, the crest reached Maysville, KY on Tuesday, February 22, 
approximately 2.8 feet above flood stage. 


Exceptionally mild weather prevailed for much of the week across the 
South, resulting in more than three dozen daily-record highs. In Texas, 
Brownsville (89 and 87°F) opened the week with consecutive records. 
On Tuesday, Abilene, TX posted a daily-record high of 89°F, while 
record warmth reached as far north as Salina, KS (71°F). After midweek, 
a cold front briefly ushered cooler weather onto the Plains. On Saturday, 
lows included 12°F in Gage, OK and 14°F in Liberal, KS. Farther north, 
late-week snow depths reached 6 inches in Lincoln, NE and 1 inch in 
Goodland, KS. Record warmth continued through week’s end, however, 
in the Southeast, where Tallahassee, FL logged a daily-record high of 
86°F on Saturday. 


Moderate to severe drought continued to affect many areas from 
western Texas to the Delta. In Houston, TX, rainfall from August 
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1, 1999 - February 15, 2000 was just 8.42 inches (34 percent of normal), 
the lowest on record. Houston’s previous lowest precipitation during that 
period was 11.84 inches in 1950-51. Nearby College Station, TX 
received 8.23 inches (39 percent of normal) during the same period, their 
lowest August 1 - February 15 total since only 8.17 inches fell in 1956- 


i 


In contrast, continued storminess in the West raised the water equivalent 
of the high-elevation Sierra Nevada snow pack to 20 inches (92 percent 
of normal) by February 18, up from just 3 inches (20 percent of normal) 
on January 10, according to the California Department of Water 
Resources. In California’s Sacramento Valley, Sacramento’s season- 
to-date precipitation surged past 13 inches, and above normal, on 
February 13. As recently as January 11, Sacramento’s seasonal rainfall 
stood at just 1.91 inches, or 22 percent of normal. Heavy precipitation 
reached as far north as Oregon on Monday, where Pendleton noted their 
wettest February day on record. Pendleton’s February 14 total reached 
0.94 inch, breaking their record of 0.87 inch set on February 18, 1949. 
High winds accompanied some of the storminess, including a gust to 63 
mph in Redding, CA on February 14. Farther east, strong thunderstorms 
swept across the South on the night of February 13-14, resulting in 18 
fatalities in southern Georgia due to tornadoes. 


Meanwhile, wintry conditions clung stubbornly across the North. On 
Monday, 18.3 inches of snow blanketed Caribou, ME, breaking their 
single-day February record (16.9 inches) set on February 12, 1952. 
Additional snowfall reached the Northeast late in the week, when totals 
reached 8.0 inches in Boston, MA and 10.5 inches in Jaffrey, NH. By 
Saturday morning, snow depths across the North included 4 inches in 
Glasgow, MT, 17 inches in Wausau, WI, 20 inches in Burlington, VT, 
and 44 inches in Houlton, ME. 


Hawaii’s pattern of mostly dry weather and near- to below-normal 
temperatures continued for the fourth week in arow. Meanwhile, interior 
Alaska reported a fifth consecutive week of above-normal temperatures. 
Very mild conditions also prevailed across western Alaska, where 
weekly temperatures averaged up to 25°F above normal. 
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